
 HISTORY 
Plans for Years 10 & 11 Curriculum 

 

 
  

TERM AUTUMN 1 AUTUMN 2 SPRING 3 SPRING 4 SPRING 5 SPRING 6 

10 EARLY ELIZABETHEN 
ENGLAND 1558-88 
 
Key topic 1: Queen, 
government and religion 
1558-1569 
 
 

EARLY ELIZABETHEN 
ENGLAND 1558-88 
 
Key topic 2: Challenges to 
Elizabeth at home and 
abroad 1569-1588 
 
Key topic 3: Elizabethan 
Society in the age of 
exploration 1558-1588.  
 

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT 
1000-PRESENT DAY 
 
Key topic 1: Crime and 
punishment in medieval 
England  
 
Key topic 2: Crime and 
Punishment in early 
modern England  
 

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT  
 
Key topic 3: Crime and 
Punishment in 18th and 
19th century Britain 
 
Key topic 4: Crime and 
Punishment in modern 
Britain.  
 

CRIME AND PUNISHMENT  
 
Whitechapel 1870-1900 
Crime, policing and the 
inner city.  
 

COLD WAR  
 
Key topic 1: Origins of the 
Cold War 1945-1958 
 

11 COLD WAR  
 
Key topic 1: Origins of the 
Cold War 1945-1958 – 
continued  
 
Key topic 2: Cold War 
Crises 1958-1970 
 

COLD WAR 
 
Key topic 3: The End of the 
Cold War 1970-1991  
  

WEIMAR AND NAZI 
GERMANY  
 
Key topic 1: The Weimar 
Republic 1918-1929 
 

WEIMAR AND NAZI 
GERMANY 
 
Key topic 2: Hitler’s rise to 
power 1919-1933 
 

WEIMAR AND NAZI 
GERMANY 
 
Key topic 3: Nazi control 
and dictatorship 1933-
1939 
 
Key topic 4: Life in Nazi 
Germany 1933-1939 
 

N/A 

 
 

 

 



Plans for Year 10 & 11 GCSE Curriculum 
Paper 1: Crime and 
Punishment in 
Britain 1000-
present 
and the Historical 
environment  - 
Whitechapel 1870-
1900.  

Students will have 5 lessons per fortnight to learn content and practice exam questions.  
 
Topics: 
Crime and punishment 1000-present day 
Key topic 1: Crime and punishment in medieval England  
Key topic 2: Crime and Punishment in early modern England  
Key topic 3: Crime and Punishment in 18th and 19th century Britain 
Key topic 4: Crime and Punishment in modern Britain.  
Historical environment 
Whitechapel 1870-1900 Crime, policing and the inner city.  
 
Specification overview (pages 8-10) 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf  
Exam materials  
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials  

Paper 2: Early 
Elizabethan 
England 1558-
1588 

Students will have 5 lessons per fortnight to learn content and practice exam questions.  
 
Topics: 
Key topic 1: Queen, government and religion 1558-1569 
Key topic 2: Challenges to Elizabeth at home and abroad 1569-1588 
Key topic 3: Elizabethan Society in the age of exploration 1558-1588.  
 
Specification overview (pages 28-29) 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf  
Exam materials  
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials 

 Paper 2: 
Superpower 
relations and the  
Cold War 1941-
1991 

Students will have 5 lessons per fortnight to learn content and practice exam questions.  
 
Topics: 
Key topic 1: Origins of the Cold War 1945-1958 
Key topic 2: Cold War Crises 1958-1970 
Key topic 3: The End of the Cold War 1970-1991  
 
Specification overview (pages 36-37) 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf  
Exam materials  
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials


Paper 3: Weimar  
and Nazi Germany 
1918-1939 

Students will have 5 lessons per fortnight to learn content and practice exam questions.  
 
Topics: 
Key topic 1: The Weimar Republic 1918-1929 
Key topic 2: Hitler’s rise to power 1919-1933 
Key topic 3: Nazi control and dictatorship 1933-1939 
Key topic 4: Life in Nazi Germany 1933-1939 
 
Specification overview (pages 44-45) 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf  
Exam materials  
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials 

Homework  All homework given to GCSE history students is an opportunity to practice exam questions.  
 
Exam questions for each paper: 
Paper 1 Crime and punishment and historical environment: Describe (4), Source utility (8), Follow up source B (4), Explain similarity/difference (4), Explain why (12), How far do 
you agree? (16+4)  
 
Paper 2 The Cold war and Elizabethan England: Explain two consequences (8), Narrative Account (8), Explain the importance (8x2), Describe (4), Explain why (12), How far do 
you agree (16) 
 
Paper 3 Nazi Germany: Source inference (4), Explain why – causation (12), Source utility (8). Interpretations (4+4+20) 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-9-1-history-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials

